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ABOUT THIS ISSUE 
In the lead essay Kevin La Plante wonders "if we can ever give students too many chances." This 
sentiment embodies the theme of this issue about reaching the hard to reach. In La Plante's article and 
all of those to follow we read about teachers who refuse to give up on their students. About teachers 
who believe in the potential of every person to learn. About teachers who are willing to go past a 
student's hard exterior be it violent or passive, unmotivated, or disengaged. About teachers who reflect 
on their practice and share their stories of inner-city teens, affluent high school students, and rural 
elementary students. 
This issue is also about what works. As John Dinan reminds us of the power of play, he nudges 
us to incorporate activities that are fun into our daily routines. Other articles explain techniques that 
make the writing process more accessible to "at-risk students," practices that help ESL students, ideas 
about how to engage middle school students, and how to teach elementary students to "think big." 
Sometimes omission is as important as content. In this issue what the articles don't talk about is 
worth mentioning. They're not about placing blame on students, teachers, parents, or others for a 
student's lack of motivation or lack of performance. They're not a nostalgic look at the way kids used 
to be. They're not about quick fixes or "miraculous transformations." As these authors tell us again 
and again, there are no easy answers-the most likely path to a workable solution for any student is 
going to be messy and full of starts and stops. 
We begin the column section ofthis issue with book reviews that are related to the issue of reaching 
the hard to reach. In From the Stacks Peter Butts introduces readers to short but engaging pieces that 
will appeal to many middle and high school students. Diana Mitchell reviews two professional books 
on the topiC of engaging readers. And Sue Steffel reviews Alfie Kohn's new book. Citing its easy 
application to a student-centered classroom. 
In this issue we continue our ongOing professional conversation about the Writing Michigan 
Educational Assessment Program (MEAP) and the High School Writing Proficiency Test with Krag 
Sanford's article about student perceptions and Greg Shafer's article which points out many 
shortcomings of the HSPT. 
We round out this issue with a column about integrating theory and practice in teacher education, 
along with Mitchell's LAJM Resources, an annotated bibliography of 90 new young adult books. 
Mary Dekker Diana Mitchell 
